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as much from motives of policy as from affection;
for he wished to encourage the Emperor Francis to
remain a good father, by remaining a good husband.
The Empress, ever tranquil and majestic, gave no
outward sign of her gloomy forebodings, and drove
out every day in a barouche through the country
about Mayence. The weather had become very fine,
and the clear sky made a marked contrast with the
vain agitations of. men.

August 1 Napoleon left Mayence after bidding
farewell to Marie Louise, whom he kissed in presence
of the whole court. This time she could not control
her emotion, and burst into tears. August 4, after
stopping at Wiirzburg, Bamberg, and Bayreuth, to
hold reviews, he was back in Dresden, more confi-
dent, more eager for war than ever. In vain had
Caulaincourt written to him: "Every sacrifice now
made in behalf of peace will render you, Sire, more
powerful than your victories have done, and you will
be the idol of your people." He remained deaf to
the words of his most faithful servants, and appeared
more determined than ever to risk everything on a
single throw.

As for the Empress,-she left Mayence August 2,
and embarked upon the Rhine in the yacht which the
Prince of Nassau had put at her disposition. Her
suite consisted of the Duchess of Montebello, the
Count of Beauharnais, Mesdames de Lauriston and
de Talhonet, General Caffarelli, two chamberlains, a
Prefect of the Palace, and the Baron of M^neval.